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Nonfiction
JUST THE FACTS @ TPL
Meets on the second Thursday morning of the
month @ 10:30am

Book Group

August 2023-
July 2024

May 9
Confederates in the Attic:

Dispatches From the Unfinished
Civil War

By Tony Horwitz

Propelled by his boyhood
passion for the Civil War,

Horwitz embarks on a search
for places and people still held
in thrall by America's greatest

conflict.

June 13

votevote
Wild: From Lost to Found on the

Pacific Crest Trail 
By Cheryl Strayed

4 years after her Mother’s death,
Cheryl made the decision to hike
the Pacific Crest Trail from the
Mojave Desert to Washington

State - alone. She had no
experience as a long-distance

hiker and the trail was little more
than an idea. But it was a promise

of piecing back together a life
that had come undone.

July 11
The Woman Who Smashed Codes:
A True Story of Love, Spies, and

the Unlikely Heroine Who
Outwitted America's Enemies

By Jason Fagone

Traces the life of Elizebeth
Smith, who met and married
groundbreaking cryptologist

William Friedman and worked
with him to discover and expose
Nazi spy rings in South America
by cracking multiple versions of

the Enigma machine.



Aug. 10
Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder

and Memory in Northern Ireland
By Patrick Radden Keefe

A stunning narrative about a
notorious killing in Northern
Ireland and its devastating

repercussions. Everyone knew
the I.R.A. was responsible. But in
a climate of fear and paranoia,

no one would speak of it.
 

Sept. 14
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous

Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the
Teachings of Plants

By Robin Wall Kimmerer

Robin Wall Kimmerer
intertwines the analytic and the
emotional, the scientific and the
cultural--to ultimately reveal a

path toward healing the rift that
grows between people and

nature.

Oct. 12
Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of 

the Lusitania
By Erik Larson

It is a story that many of us think
we know but don't, and Erik Larson

tells it thrillingly, switching
between hunter and hunted while

painting a larger portrait of
America at the height of the

Progressive Era.
 

Nov. 9
Smashing Statues: The Rise and Fall

of America's Public Monuments 
By Erin L. Thompson

An urgent and fractious national
debate over public monuments

has erupted in America. Why do
we care so much about statues?
And who gets to decide which
ones should stay up and which

should come down?

Jan. 11
The Dressmakers of Auschwitz: The 

True Story of the Women Who Sewed 
to Survive

By Lucy Adlington

At the height of the Holocaust,
young inmates of the Auschwitz-

Birkenau concentration camp
were selected to design, cut, and

sew beautiful fashions in a
dedicated salon for elite Nazi

women.

Feb. 8
Red Notice: A True Story of High

Finance, Murder, and One Man's Fight 
for Justice 

By Bill Browder

A real-life political thriller about
an American financier in the Wild
East of Russia, the murder of his

principled young tax attorney, and
his dangerous mission to expose

the Kremlin's corruption.

Apr. 11
A Castle in Wartime: One Family,

Their Missing Sons, and the Fight to
Defeat the Nazis

By Catherine Bailey

An enthralling story of one
family's extraordinary courage

and resistance amidst the
horrors of war.

Poverty, by America
By Matthew Desmond

The Pulitzer Prize-winning,
bestselling author of Evicted

reimagines the debate on poverty,
making a new and bracing

argument about why it persists in
America: because the rest of us

benefit from it.

March 
14

All the Beauty in the World: The
Metropolitan Museum of Art and Me

By Patrick Bringley

"A fascinating, revelatory portrait
of the Metropolitan Museum of

Art and its treasures by a former
New Yorker staffer who spent a

decade as a museum guard."

Dec. 14


